
ANNUAL REPORT FY20:
A RESILIENCY TEST

The LaGrange Art Museum’s very foundation is built on relationships. Friendships 
flourish here. The laughter during cooking classes, the boisterous voices of young art 
students, the inquisitive voices of students on field trips, the sharing of techniques in 
the adult classes, the festive sounds of opening receptions.

COVID-19 silenced them all. We had to recalibrate. How could we remain together 
when we had to become physically apart? Adjustments were made to create some 
sense of community but the longing to be together remains.

Your continued support throughout the pandemic allowed us to hunker down and 
envision our shared future. We have done our planning and are now eagerly awaiting 
the time when we may gather again.  

With gratitude and then some, 

Laura R. Jennings                                                   Al Brannon
Executive Director                                                  President, Board of Governors  

 

Board members, left to right: Sandy Lee, Holly Winner, Jenni Sampson, 
Nanci Lechacz, David Lock, Al Brannon, and Executive Director Laura Jennings



To provide some relief to those most impacted by COVID, we 
locked arms with our downtown not-for-profits and sponsored 
a food drive for the food pantry. Working with the Lafayette 
Society for Performing Arts, the Legacy Museum and the LaGrange 
Symphony Orchestra, our supporters brought in over $4,000 in 
cash and food donations in just one morning.

Other outreach initiatives included:

 - Creating and delivering educational art packets to West Point 
Elementary students during summer lunch pickups and to the 
children who reside at the Phoenix Housing Development.  We 
created 500 packets each time for four weeks.

- A happy mural with an uplifting message on our exterior wall 
provided smiles for passers-by and included a social media con-
test calling for creative poses by the mural. 

- Tie dyed face masks provided by the city and county were dis-
tributed at no cost. 

- Hosted a giving box for Koats for Kids, an outreach project of 
the Kiwanis, who have long supported and collaborated on our 
annual youth art exhibition.

-“Be In Your Home” Art Journals for Kids and Adults created by 
staff and distributed for free during the shelter-in-place order.

- Art kits distributed at Market on Main Farmer’s Market.

FINANCIAL SNAP SHOT
        How did we remain viable in 2020? 

GRANTS! And the federal government’s Payroll Protection Plan (PPP).
We retained all our staff and paid our bills. 

Funding has also been provided by Georgia Humanities and the 
National Endowment for the Humanities as part of the CARES 
Act economic stabilization plan of 2020.

The museum is supported in part by Georgia Council for the 
Arts through the appropriations of the Georgia General Assem-
bly. Georgia Council for the Arts also receives support from its 
partner agency - the National Endowment for the Arts.

YOU! Donations from individuals carried our operating expenses. 

OUTREACH: BEYOND THE MUSEUM WALLS



MiniArtfulVisions Serves Meriwether County Kindergartners

The Georgia Department of Economic Development’s Georgia Council for 
the Arts awarded a $5,000 Arts Education Program Grant to the museum so 
it could extend for a third year an outreach program to help under-served 
Meriwether County kindergarteners. 

MiniArtfulVisions is an innovative early childhood arts integration learning 
program. During the 2019-2020 school year kindergarten students from un-
der-served Meriwether County families were introduced to developmental-
ly appropriate experiences linking works of art in the LaGrange Art Muse-
um’s permanent collection to language and literacy concepts. 

By working with the Meriwether County Public School System, MiniArtfulVi-
sions engaged the underserved students that not only have minimal access 
to the arts, but minimal access to the financial resources for out of school, 
extra-curricular educational resources and experiences that enhance and 
encourage learning.  The success of the program also inspired Meriwether 
County School System to add two visual art positions for 2019-20.

EDUCATION

Pup Art
Local artist Susan Gadrix painted a portrait of Officer Donut, a Lab-
rador puppy used in community outreach by the LaGrange Police 
Department (LPD). She presented two giclees of the painting to 
the police department in gratitude for the LPD’s work to keep our 
community safe.  The original painting was displayed here as part 
of the local artists’ exhibition in late August. 

Funders for these art education outreach programs include 
Callaway Foundation, The WestPoint Fund through the 
Community Foundation of the Chattahoochee Valley, 
Georgia Council for the Arts, and the LaGrange Junior 
Service League.



Workshops/Classes
Back by popular demand was accomplished artist and instructor 
Amanda Lovett. She taught a still life painting workshop entitled 
“Glass, Metal and Fabric Workshop” in early February. 

Professional photographer Shannon Belletti’s popular four-week 
class “Fundamentals of Photography” taught the art and science 
of taking great photos. 

Children’s art classes began in early February but were cut short in 
mid-March by the pandemic as was the annual summer art camp. 

The demonstration kitchen came back to life in November with 
a Cello Making Class instructed by the ever popular Ken Worth-
ington. Participants observed as grain alcohol became limoncello, 
chocolate cello, rosemary cello and coffee cello. An infused salad 
dressing was also created. 

EDUCATION CONTINUED

Workshop Serves Harris County Kindergartners
Education Director, Sallie Keith taught 85 kindergarteners at Park Elementary School 
in Harris County through a two-day workshop and artmaking experience on March 
12, the second session was cut short due to COVID.

Victoria Slagle, Education Coordinator teaches art virtually at Hillside Montessori 
once per week, teaches at the museum every afternoon Tuesday-Thursday and han-
dles the monthly Super Saturdays. 

The Pottery Studio was recently transformed into a Children’s Art Studio. The scale 
is better for small classes and allows us to rent the Center for Creative Learning for 
functions. 

The spacious Center for Creative Learning (CCL) was the lively venue for 
a colorful, art-themed birthday party for a four-year-old and her friends, 
a rehearsal dinner, an 80th birthday party, and a baby shower. This space 
provides a revenue stream for the museum and is a more affordable op-
tion for those planning a special event. Rental information appears on 
the museum’s website. 

EVENT SPACE RENTALS

Junior Service League’s Super Saturdays Took A New Twist 
Thanks to funding from the Junior Service League, the ever-popular 
Super Saturdays started in their usual format of free family art days at 
the museum every third Saturday. Starting in April, in order to adhere to 
COVID-related health guidelines, children picked up individually pack-
aged art kits with a lesson and materials to create a piece of art. League 
members packed hundreds of art kits.  



IN THE MUSEUM

Third Annual Southeast Regional 
Showcases Outstanding Works
Almost 700 pieces of art were submitted by 187 Southern 
artists for a juried exhibition that opened February 21. 
Just a few weeks later the shelter-in-place orders forced 
a closing of the museum. The exhibition was extended 
until July 28 and an online virtual tour was available. 

The juror for this year’s competition was Curlee Holton. A 
highly regarded professor, painter and master printmak-
er, Holton has exhibited his work throughout the world. 
His paintings, drawings, and prints are held by major mu-
seums and collections in the U.S. and abroad. His most 
recent solo exhibition, Journey: The Artistry of Curlee 
Raven Holton, was held at the University of Maryland Uni-
versity College.

The Callaway Foundation generously provides purchase 
award funds, which allow the museum and LaGrange Col-
lege’s Lamar Dodd Art Center to purchase art from this 
exhibition to add to their permanent collections. 

Visual Artists Alliance of LaGrange
The museum’s first exhibition after the COVID shutdown featured the work 
of local artists who are members of the Visual Artists Alliance of LaGrange 
(VAAL). The exhibition ran from September 1– October 24. 

“The annual exhibit at LaGrange Art Museum is the highlight of our year. 
Whether it is the professional setting of our local art museum or because 
awards are presented, artists always bring their highest quality work. And 
their talented efforts never fail to impress us,” said VAAL President Thea 
McKay McElvy.  

Newnan artist David Boyd judged the exhibition and visitors purchased 
several pieces from the show.                

COVID’s Silver Lining: Pasaquan Exhibition Remains at Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta Airport
COVID restrictions prohibited an exhibition change at the domestic terminal atrium at the world’s busiest airport. This 
allowed the Pasaquan Exhibition, a partnership with Columbus State University and the art museum, to remain on 
display for millions of travelers.

EXHIBITIONS

From July through November part of the Pasaquan Exhibition 
traveled to the Kentucky Museum of Arts and Crafts (KMAC).  
KMAC’s exhibition revealed how artists, like those featured in 
the book “Walks to the Paradise Garden” - Howard Finster,
Mary T. Smith, Thornton Dial, Ralph Griffin, Martha Nelson 
Thomas, Eddie Owens Martin, Edgar Tolson, and others - 
have helped to construct America’s artistic and cultural roots, 
shaping our country’s collective visual identity. 

Sandy Lee with her portrait by Victoria Slagle 
during the VAAL exhibition.

Southeast Regional artist, Jesse Bibbs with his children at the opening reception.



Frabel Takes LaGrange By Storm
Imagine delicately cleaning 45 pieces of glass sculpture with q-tips for days 
on end. Or painstakingly hanging 85 glass snowflakes from fishing line while 
atop a ladder. How about hand painting a canvas backdrop measuring 22 
by 11 feet? 

Led by curator Lauren Oliver, the museum team took weeks to install the 
Frabel Studio’s exhibition. The community’s delighted response has given 
the staff joy and the robust gift shop sales will provide much needed reve-
nue at the tail end of a year like no other. 

The works of the internationally renowned Frabel Studio are generally dis-
played at botanical gardens and conservatories so it was an atypical treat 
to have the work of Hans Godo Frabel exhibited in an art museum. The 
exhibition ran from Nov. 20 – January 9.

EXHIBITIONS CONTINUED

HOW THE ARTS SAVED 2020

“We never think of them as important, but try to imagine 2020 
without being able to read those books or watch that show or 

watch those films, or have art inform your life when you have to 
be home or when you’ve had a hard day?  We look to it for ca-
tharsis and for relief, and it’s been an incredible reminder of the 

power of art because we’ve really needed to lean on it this year.”

 – Lin-Manuel Miranda, American actor, 
singer, rapper, composer, producer, and playwright 

in a December 28, 2020 interview with ABC. 



ACQUISITIONS AND COLLECTIONS MANAGEMENT

Elizabeth McFalls
Mixed Signals

Mixed Media (silkscreen, 
graphite, lithograph, etc)

Columbus, GA

Elizabeth Mesa-Gaido
Dubious Utopian Structure #3

Wood,media images, vinyl prints, 
paint, urethane, metal

Morehead, KY

Betty Usdan-Zwickler
Hidden Agenda
Mixed Media-print, paint, 
mixed fiber, paper
Boca Raton, FL

Diane Speight
Faith in Numbers

Collage/Assemblage
Winder, GA

Third Annual Southeast Regional Purchase Awards 
LAM added four new works to the Permanent Collection, thanks to Callaway 
Foundation’s purchase award support for the biennial Southeast Regional. 

Elizabeth Mesa-Gaido teaches at Morehead State University and has a studio in 
Morehead, Kentucky. She received her M.F.A. degree from Ohio University and her 
B.A. degree from the University of Pittsburgh. 

Betty Usdan-Zwickler has explored many mediums in 
her 35+ year career as an abstract artist--painting, fiber 
art, collage, textile design, stone and wood sculpting, 
printmaking, and photography. In 2009 she was intro-
duced to various fiber art techniques and her passion 
for color, texture and textiles has brought her full circle 
back to painting, though she now “paints with fiber”.
Usdan-Zwickler holds a B.S. Degree from New York 
University, studied Textile Design at Fashion Institute 
of Technology and painting at Parsons School of De-
sign.  

Elizabeth McFalls is a Professor of Art and the Department of Art’s Art Foundation 
Coordinator at Columbus State University. She received her MFA in Print Media 
from Cranbrook Academy of Art (MI) and earned her BFA from Columbus College 
of Art and Design (OH). Libby’s love of storytelling began in childhood.  She recalls 
summers spent developing a love and appreciation for oral storytelling; she and 
her sisters were fortunate enough to spend a great deal of time with extended 
family that spread five living generations. While her work does not make direct 
reference to her family history, she creates nonlinear visual narratives that examine 
issues of loss and family. Her work explores moments that blur the line between 
fact and fiction, life and death, humor and sorrow, moments that demonstrate the 
contradiction and complexity of life.

Diane Speight is a collage artist who creates dimen-
sional work using found materials. Her images often 
center on themes surrounding family ties and mem-
ory. Diane’s work has appeared in Aqua Art - Miami, 
Callanwolde Fine Arts Center in Atlanta, ArtFields and 
City Gallery of Charleston. In addition, she was named 
best emerging artist at the Gasparilla Fine Arts Festi-
val in Tampa, Florida in 2016. An Atlanta native, Diane 
lives in Winder, Georgia with her husband, Ron. She 
holds an MFA in graphic design from Georgia State 
University.

Artist Statement
Dubious Utopian Structures is a response to feeling a lack of control over numerous 
current events. Making these pieces is therapeutic, a way for me to work through 
emotions caused by the daily bombardment of global information with disconcerting 
or unknown outcomes. Creating enables me to have an outlet, when I otherwise may 
not have the ability to alter events or a course of action. Each suspended sculpture 
represents a specific topic and corresponding chain of events: the larger of the two 
sculptures addresses the separation of children from their parents at the Southwest 
border, and the smaller focuses on Russian interference in U.S. elections and politics.



The museum is delighted to receive four paintings donated by artist 
Cynthia Hawkins.  

Hawkins uses a variety of resources to produce abstract artworks that include 
natural forms, astronomic forms, and maps and interstellar locations to con-
struct and reconstruct positionality and distance.  She has exhibited work 
at many galleries and museums including: Rush Art Foundation, NY; Wilmer 
Jennings Gallery at Kenkeleba, NY; Clark Atlanta University Art Galleries, GA; 
Buffalo Science Museum, NY; Queens College Art Center, Queens College, 
NY; Cinque Gallery, NY; Frances Wolfson Art Center, Miami-Dade Community 
College; and The Bronx Museum of Art, NY.

Hawkins received a BA in Art from CUNY, Queens College, an MFA from 
Maryland Institute, College of Art, an MA in Museum Studies from Seton Hall 
University, and earned her PhD in American Studies from the University of 
Buffalo, SUNY.  She is currently the gallery director and curator at the Bertha 
V.B. Lederer Gallery at SUNY Geneseo and lives in Rochester, NY.

ART DONATIONS

ATHENS’ DIDI DUNPHY LIVENS 
UP ANNUAL DINNER MEETING

There was no better way to liven up a winter evening 
than to hear high-energy guest speaker Didi Dunphy 
at the museum’s annual dinner meeting January 30. An 
Athens, Georgia-based sculptor, curator, designer and 
educator, Dunphy is currently the program supervisor 
for the Lyndon House Art Center.  

Cynthia Hawkins, Cluster: Fictional Relations
2004, Acrylic on Canvas, 50 x 58 inches

Cynthia Hawkins, Mitigation of Lupe, 2004, 
Oil on Canvas, 50 x 60 inches

Cynthia Hawkins, Signs of Civilization 15, 
2007-2010, Acrylic and Oil Bar on Paper,

 41 x 29 inches

Cynthia Hawkins, Signs of Civilization 16, 
2007-2010, Acrylic and Oil Bar on Paper,

 41 x 29 inches



2020 BOARD OF GOVERNORS

OUR VISION

The board of governors and staff continue their razor sharp focus on two capital goals in the strategic 
plan. 

Phase I is to renovate the circa 1892 art museum building. Phase II is to do what is necessary to keep 
LaGrange natives Wes and Missy Cochran’s highly sought after art collection in their hometown.  

We secured a $130,000 matching grant from Callaway Foundation, Inc. in late 2019. Thanks to your 
generous response the past 12 months, we have raised $62,965 toward the $65,000 we must raise to 
qualify for the matching grant. 

Concerned that we weren’t moving fast enough, the board just engaged former LaGrange resident 
and past LAM board chairman Rick Waterhouse and his Tampa, Florida-based AquaCasa Studios to 
reach out to six to eight architectural design firms. In February 2021 we will have selected a firm to 
draw up plans for a renovation and addition to properly care for and store the hoped-for Cochran 
Collection.  We will also have a better understanding of the associated cost.  

President: Al Brannon                                         
1st Vice President: Jenni Sampson
2nd Vice President: Holly Winner

Treasurer: David Lock
Secretary: Sandy Lee

Members At Large: Connie Boccucci, 
             Mary Higgins, Nanci Lechacz

Past President: Ethyl Ault 

Brent Brown, Gene Carballo, Joyce Ellis-Johnson, 
Michael Hutcheson, Michael McFalls, Lynn Morgan, 

April Prichard, Marty Rothwell, Ken Worthington

Left to right: Laura Jennings, Al Brannon, Curlee Holton


